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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 0681 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, MARR, SA, US 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OF COE AREA ACTIVITIES HEADQUARTERS TO RIYADH 

WE FEEL THAT THE PUBLICITY GIVEN TO THE TRANSFER OF 
ELEMENTS OF THE US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS TO RIYADH OUGHT 
TO BE AS LOW KEY AS POSSIBLE. THEREFORE WE URGE STRONGLY 
THAT THE EMPHASIS IN ANNOUNCEMENTS SHOULD BE ON THE DEACTI- 
VATION OF MEDITERRANEAN DIVISION RATHER THAN THE CREATION 
OF AN AREA HEADQUARTERS IN SAUDI ARABIA. DO NOT BELIEVE 
SAG WOULD WELCOME WIDE PUBLICITY ABOUT AN INCREASE IN US 
MILITARY PRESENCE IN SA. 
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